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DKATH OF A HKKO:

NOBODY knew, Rumours of the death of Chiang Kai-
shek used to he common in China. In later years they
hud been less common. But this was something more
than a rumour.
What had happened on December izih in Sian,
the City of Western Peace, capital of China's most
ancient dynasties? There had been a rebellion and
Chantf Hsueh-lianu and Yang Ihi-cheny (the local
Shensi commander) had him the leaders of it. So
much seemed clear. Between them they had cap-
tured the Generalissimo. They hud sent a telegram
to the Central Government at Nanking announcing
this fact and making certain demands for a change
of national policy, The versions of these demands
differed; interpretations of them were as fur apart us
Moscow und Tokio. One question came tip again and
again in these first few days had Chiang Kai-shek
been killed?
The Young Marshal, it wan learned, had sent a
personal telegram to Madame Chiang, assuring her
of her husband's safety. Those who knew Chang
Hsueh-liang were confident that this must be true.
Others, who knew only his "shifty and treacherous"
past, were more sceptical and believed it a ruse. But
anyone who knew Chang's troops, the old North-
eastern Army from Manchuria, said that whatever the
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